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     This volume comprises papers presented at the inaugural International Conference on Languages, Linguistics and 
Society (ICLALIS) held in Kota Kinabalu from the 22nd to the 24th of October 2013. Organised by the Centre for the 
Promotion of Knowledge and Language Learning in Universiti Malaysia Sabah, this conference was attended by 
220 participants from 25 countries, including those from Asia, Europe and North America.  
     Based on the theme ‘Developing Roles of Language in a Multifaceted Society’, this conference  aimed to provide 
a platform for the exchange of new ideas and the sharing of different approaches and perspectives concerning the 
use, learning, teaching and development of different languages. The ICLALIS has enabled us to forge new 
partnerships, make collaborative efforts, and provide innovative applications for pedagogy and training. 
     More than 155 papers were presented in the 3-day conference held at the Promenade Hotel in Kota Kinabalu, 
Malaysia. A total of 50 papers were subsequently selected and edited for publication in this volume. Many authors, 
however, were also required to provide precise and additional information in the review process. As reflected in the 
broad range of language-related papers in this volume, our research interests and experiences across different fields, 
subfields and cultures often give rise to new possibilities and problems which need to be identified, discussed and 
resolved. The papers included here clearly express both global and local concerns, especially in relation to the use 
and learning of different languages.  
     Covering topics pertaining to applied linguistics and descriptive linguistics in various institutional, social and 
cultural contexts, many of the papers in this volume are based on insightful reviews and empirical research, some of 
which have been conducted from interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary perspectives. These papers cover a wide 
spectrum of topic areas, encompassing language for academic purposes, discourse analysis, error analysis, language 
and communication, sociolinguistics, dialectology, lexicography, language and literature, translation, vocabulary 
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acquisition, grammar learning, semantics and pragmatics, phonology and pronunciation, indigenous and minority 
languages, teaching and learning of writing, attitudes towards learning, and ICT in language learning. 
      We would like to thank the contributors to this volume for their goodwill, support and patience in revising their 
papers. We are also grateful to many committee members of the ICLALIS who have helped us to bring this volume 
to fruition. 
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